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On 22nd June 1965, twenty two people gathered in the village hall 
for a Special General Meeting of The Biddenham Society, an 
informal residents’ group formed in 1963 following a threatened 
major housing development.  Prominent in the society at that 
time were Graham and Jonathan Bean, Finton Lawlor, David 
Palmer, Pat Mckeown  and members of the Matthews, Daniels, 
Ames, West, Proudfoot, Bristowe and Miller families amongst 
others. 
 The purpose of the meeting was to decide whether or not the 
organisation should continue, and if so in what form. Very quickly 
a unanimous decision was taken to establish the society on a 
formal basis.  A committee was elected under the chairmanship of 
Graham Bean and a date set for the first AGM in October 1965.  
The new committee was charged with a number of urgent tasks 
including formulating the rules and objects of the society, liaising 
with the local authority to gather information, and more 
parochially sorting out the dovecote which had fallen into 
disrepair and was becoming a danger to children. 
 A decision was also made to exhibit at the September 
Biddenham Show, and Jonathan Bean volunteered to construct a 
display model of a ‘Founder Member’ using a 10 gallon oil drum – 
perhaps a foretaste of a future career which included creating 
impressive public exhibits such as those in York’s Jorvik Viking 
Centre! 
 The first AGM was held on11th October 1965 and attended 
by 41 residents, some of whom still live in the village.  We hope 
they will come to our fiftieth! It was a lively meeting with a wide 
range of issues raised, from the trivial (overgrown footpaths) to the 
far-reaching (proposed Bedford ring road), with most of which we 
can still empathise 50 years later! 
 Soon after - shock-horror:  Bedford Town Council proposed 
extending the town boundaries to absorb Biddenham!  Following 
an emergency meeting, a strong statement was made to a Mr 
Thurston of the Bedfordshire Times, in which the society ‘vigorously 
opposed’ this proposal, drawing attention to the village’s thriving 
number of community groups and objecting to the potential loss 
of farm land around the village. Some déjà vu here too I think. 
 Whilst the ‘Bedford takeover’ temporarily receded, it was 
followed by a lengthy period of government reports aimed at 
expanding considerably the nation’s housing stock.  Ever alert, the 
society set up a Biddenham Study Group  to scrutinise the proposals 
and recommend any actions necessary.  Mr Cowley, the County 
Planner. praised the society for being ‘prepared to pitch in and do 
a job of work as opposed to barracking from the touch line which 
you will know is not an uncommon experience’. 
 In 1969 Thurleigh was considered as a possible site for the 
third London airport. The society again rose to the challenge, and 
joined with the parish council to oppose the proposal and 

Former Biddenham Society Chairman Doug Kitchen and his 
wife Betty study one of the anniversary display panels.  

Biddenham Society — 50 years and still going strong!  
establish a Biddenham Airport Resistance Fund to help fight it. 
Other local residents also very active at this time were Cecil 
Winnington-Ingram and Sir John Howard, both tireless 
supporters of the village. 
 In 1971 the AGM moved to its present December date with a 
Ploughman’s Lunch and a ‘footpaths walk’ for the energetic.  
Whilst the latter was eventually discontinued, the AGM and 
lunch continues to this day.  Later, local landowners were stirred 
to apply to develop huge swathes of land around Biddenham, a 
process which accelerated during my predecessor Douglas 
Kitchen’s 21 year term of office as chairman.  It was then that the 
society was probably the most active in its history, assembling 
arguments and giving evidence at inspectors’ hearings to minimise 
what many would describe as the potential rape of the village. 
 Not everyone who lives here now will appreciate the debt we 
owe to the committees of that era for their hard work in 
preserving the best of the village’s heritage and character against 
huge pressure from developers.  The priorities today may be 
different, but this rather unusual organisation The Biddenham 
Society remains as vigilant and as determined as ever to keep our 
village – with your help - the special place it is. 
 So come along to our 50th AGM and lunch on Sunday 7th 
December 2014 in the village hall from 12.00 noon onwards.  
The formal business this year will be very brief and be followed by 
short presentations highlighting aspects of the village’s rich 
heritage to complement the many items which will be on display.  
Tickets are £6 for adults and £3 for children from David Slark, 61 
Day’s Lane.  Cheques payable to ‘The Biddenham Society’ and 
please include a self-addressed envelope.  
Tony Wood                
Chairman                    tony.wood@redrobin.me.uk  
 
Founded in 1965 by a group of concerned residents, The Biddenham 
Society remains committed to the continued preservation of the beauty, 
history and character of the village. 
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